[Top] Gay activist Ivy Bottini receives a hug from Rick 
Watts after news of Prop. 8 being overturned. 


[Left] Judge Randy Smith, right, Judge Stephen Reinhardt 
and Senior Circuit Judge Michael Daly Hawkins. 

[Above] Attorney Charles J. Cooper, representing Protect- 
Marriage, makes an impassioned argument. 
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same-sex marriage must await appeal process 


By Vinny EaRLEY 
Contributing Writer 


A federal appeals court on Tuesday 
ruled that Proposition 8, California’s 
2008 voter-approved ban on same-sex 
matriage, was unconstitutional, but 
that doesn’t mean same-sex couples 
can marry just yet. : 

The 2-1 ruling of the 9th U.S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals affirmed a pre- 
vious ruling in 2010, but will not allow 
same-sex couples to marry in Califor 
nia if proponents of the ban appeal-the 
decision. : 

“Proposition 8 serves no purpose,’ 
the ruling’s majority opinion stated, 
“and has no effect, other than to lessen 
the status and human dignity of gays 


> 


and lesbians in California, and to offi- 
cially reclassify their relationships as in- 
ferior to those of opposite-sex couples.” 

Proponents of Proposition 8 can ap- 
peal the decision in an en banc hearing 
of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals or by appeal directly to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

An en banc hearing would involve 
an 1l-judge panel from the appeals 
court deciding the case. 

Although an appeal is likely, both 
courts are not required to hear the 
case. 

Hank Fradella, Cal State Long 
Beach criminal justice department 
chair, said, if the appeal is heard, 
Tuesday’s decision will most likely re- 
sult in more waiting for those on either 
side of the issue. 

“We don’t know if [the U.S. Su- 
preme Court] will issue a narrow deci- 
sion based on the merits of California 


law,” Fradella said. “[Or] if they will 
use broader legal principles under the 
14th amendment of the U.S. Constitu- 
tion — then it will have national im- 
plications.” . s 

Supporters of ‘same-sex marriage 

are cautiously optimistic about the 

_news. Melissa Morin, CSULB LGBT 
student resource center assistant, said 
that the decision is a baby step toward 
same-sex marriage and that the battle 
is far from over. 

“We're excited, but at the same time 
we're tired,” Morin said. “We’ve been 
waiting a long time to see where it’s 
going to go.” 

The issue of same-sex marriage is 
an especially important issue to Morin 
because she would like to get married 
soon. _ : - 

“Td like to get married within the 
next year or so, but I’d like it to be le- 
gal, and not a domestic partnership,” 


Morin said. . 

Gustavo Neri, a studio art senior 
at CSULB, said he agrees with the 
court’s decision, and that Proposition 
8, has the potential to cause a chain 
reaction of similar bills passing that 
would restrict equal rights. 

“I feel that society should keep 
moving forward, and continue to al- 
low people to share the same freedoms 
as others,” Neri said. : 

If the ruling holds, California wil 
be among six states — New York, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Ver- 
mont, New Hampshire and Iowa — as 
well as Washington, D.C., that allow 
gay marriage. ’ 

Roughly 18,000 same-sex couples 
were married during the brief window 
of opportunity before Proposition 8 
was passed in 2008. These marriages 
will remain unaffected by the decision 
of the courts. 
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Crime - 
rises in 
Long 
Beach, 
but not on 
campus | 


Violent crimes rose 
by 4.4 percent in 
Long Beach in 2011, 
but trends at CSULB 
stay stable. 


By Marie CATHCART 
Contributing Writer 


Crime is reportedly increasing in 
the city of Long Beach, but the statis- 
tics are not the same for Cal State Long 
Beach. 

According to the Long Beach Police 
Department’s annual crime statistics 
report, the number of murder and rape 
crimes dropped considerably in 2011, 
but other crimes rose. 

The report cited that robberies in- 
creased by approximately 10 percent 
and aggravated assault rosé by 2 per- 
cent, leading to an overall increase of 
4.4 percent in violent crimes. 

However, this does not necessarily 
reflect the crime trends on campus. 

University Police is still generating — 
its crime statistics for 2011, but Captain 
Scott Brown said he doesn’t anticipate 
that it will show a huge spike in crimes 
reported on campus. 

“The trend stays about the same,” he 
said. ““We kind of mirror the city, but 
not nearly as much in terms of sexual 
crimes and things like that.” 

The University Police’s media log 
listed two reports of aggravated assault 
and two reports of sexual assault/rape 
made in 2010. 

“I firmly believe ‘sexual assault 
is probably the most under-reported 
crime we have, unfortunately,’ Brown 
said. “We’re here to help. We want to 
do whatever’s best for the victim, the 
survivor in this instance, and help them 
in any way we can.” 

The crime first needs to be reported; 
Brown said. He said property crimes 
are reported most often. 

LBPD reported a 10.5 percent in- 
crease in property crimes, which in- 
cludes arson, burglary and theft. 

“TCSULB is] kind of your one-stop 


’ shopping center for theft,” Brown said. 


“When kids come here, they lock ex- 
pensive bikes with cable locks. Cable 
locks take a second to break. They 
don’t want to get a U-Lock. It’s a lit- 
tle more expensive, but they have an 
expensive bike — so lock it with an 
expensive lock. Make your bike unat- 
tractive.” 

Ernesto Pelayo, a senior mechanical 
engineering major, said he’s never had 
any personal experiences with crime, 
but knows others who have. Pelayo said 
he has a friend whose bike was stolen 
near campus on Atherton Street in the 
summer. 
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CSULB employee’s car is vandalized 


By JESSICA ROSALES 
Contributing Writer 


An employee reported his or her 
vehicle: vandalized between 1:30 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. on Jan. 31. The employee re- 
turned to Lot 7 and found the 2010 Ca- 
dillac Escalade keyed from the driver’s 
side door to the rear bumper, University 
Police Lt. Christopher Schivley said. 

The vandalism was quite noticeable, 
which led University Police to believe 
it was done on purpose according to 
Schivley. 


Parking permit stolen from car 

A student reported his or her park-. 
ing permit stolen from their vehicle on 
Feb. 2 between 11 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
University Police believe the suspect 
reached into the student’s car through 
the rear window, which was partially 
rolled down, and took the permit, 
Schivley said. 


Locker broken into at SRWC 

A man had both his Apple laptop and 
Android Razr stolen from the men’s 
locker room at the Student Recreation 
and Wellness Center between 10:30 a.m. 


and 3:30 p.m. on Feb. 2, Shivley said. 

The man reportedly locked his back- 
pack in one of the lockers and found it 
missing when he returned. There was 
no damage to the locker, according to 
Schivley. 

The police said that the suspect may 
have watched the victim input a code 
for the locker and waited until the vic- 
tim left. The case is still open, since the 
items were recorded in the stolen prop- 
erty system to help track it down. The 
estimated total loss value for the back- 
pack and its contents is approximately 
$1,800. 


Two students report stolen iPhones 

A student reported his iPhone stolen 
from Peterson Halll on Feb. 3, Schiy- 
ley said. There is currently an investi- 
gation to track it down, Schivley said. 
The estimated total cost of the phone is 
about $1,000. 

A woman reported her black iPhone 
stolen between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. on 
Feb. 1 at the outdoor benches between 
Liberal Arts 3 and Liberal Arts 4 build- 
ings, Schivley said. The phone’s value 
is estimated at $320. : 


Backpacks stolen in the library 
A student reported his or her back- 
pack stolen from the Spidell Technol- 


ogy Center on the first floor of the Uni- 
versity Library at about 12:20 p.m. on 
Feb, 2. Schivley said the student left his 
or her backpack at one of the computers 
during a visit to the nearby Starbucks 
and returned to find the bag missing. 
The total loss includes a laptop and 
textbooks. The value is unknown. 

A student reported his or her back- 
pack stolen from the fourth floor of the 
library between 9:30 and 9:40 p.m. on 
Jan 30. The student had stepped away 
from the cubby where their items were 
located and returned to find everything 
missing, Schivley said. The backpack 
included a personal check and various 
textbooks. The value of the items is un- 
known. 


Food stolen from Beach Cart 

An estimated $100 worth of food 
items were stolen from the 49er Shops’ 
Beach Cart located near the College 
of Business Administration. building 
between Jan. 27 and Jan. 30, Schivley 
said. 


Employees said they locked the cart- 


up at 3. p.m. on Jan. 27 and when they 
returned to work at 7 a.m. on Jan. 30, 
the items: were missing. The suspect 
somehow got into the cart and used an 
unknown tool to open the refrigerator, 
Schivley said. 


i 
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A backpack with an Apple laptop and a Droid Razt was stolen 
from the men’s locker room in the SRWC last Thursday. 


Pyramid to be decked out in snow for event 


Snowboarding 
will take place on 
Thursday at noon. 


By MARIE CATHCART 
Contributing Writer 


The Cal State Long Beach ski and 
snow team will host their first annual 
Pyramid Rail Jam, a snowboarding 
exhibition and contest, at the north 
entrance of the Walter Pyramid on 
Thursday while 15 tons of snow is 
blown onto the pyramid’s steps. 


“The Rail Jam is for the team to 
show who we are to the student body, 
as well as the community,” said Eric 
Wong, the snow team’s media and 
team manager. “It’s for us to have fun 
and put on an event that CSULB has 
never seen before.” 

A full roster of 40 competitors will 
ride on the snow for fun and prizes. 

There will be six snowboarding fea- 
tures, including 60 feet worth of rails, 
a wall ride, corrugated tube and a 10+ 
foot box the team hauled down from 
their season house in Mammoth. 

According to team co-captain Ryan 
Stenberg, this event has been in the 
works for years. 

“We've had officers and captains 


from over a decade ago that had this 
idea in their heads,” Stenberg said. “It 
was just a matter of getting the univer- 
sity to approve it. That’s been the dif- 
ficult part.” 

But, finally, “they approved the cra- 
zy plan we had,” he said. 

Associated Students Inc. is funding 
the snow through additional grants. 

“The event wouldn’t have been pos- 
sible, otherwise,” Stenberg said. “We 
couldn’t have afforded it with our own 
team account money.” 

Iceman Ice Co. will supply the 
15 tons (30,000 pounds) of snow by 
grinding up 300-pound blocks of ice. 

“We believe that this is one of the few 
events that has ever come to CSULB 


that everyone can Come attend and re- 

ally get excited about,” Stenberg said. 
The Rail Jam will feature music by 

an on-site DJ, free food courtesy of 


-truck vendors, giveaways from nine 


sponsors who'll have tents set up, as 
well as a few surprises Stenberg and 
Wong wouldn’t give hints about. 

“Just come out and support us,” 


“Wong said. “Have fun, check it out — 


see what we’re all about. And if you 
love snowboarding and skiing, come 
check out the team. We’re a great team 
for everyone.” 

The open riding exhibition portion 
will take place from noon to | p.m. and 
3 to 4 p.m. and the competition portion 
will last from 1 to 3 p.m. 
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But, as far as personal safety goes, 
Brown said, “Students need to be 
aware. Think. Engage the brain first, 
then act.” f 

He highlighted the facilities and 
free services that the University Police 
provide — including its Night Escort 
Program, which offers students a ride 


to their vehicle, and Code Blue emer- 
gency telephones located throughout 


campus. 

“As muchas [the campus] may feel 
like home, it’s not,” Brown said. “You 
have to be wary. Think while you’re 
walking, think about what you’re do- 
ing.” 

University Police can be contacted at 
any time at 562-985-4101. 
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Engineers, 


The groups build 
vehicles from scratch 
for competitions. 


By DIANA SANGLAB 
Contributing Writer 


The Cal State Long Beach chapter 
of Society of Automotive Engineers is 
teaming up with the industrial design 


senior studio class to build two vehicles . 


from scratch for the Long Beach Grand 
Prix in April and the SAE Collegiate 
competitions in June. 


The first vehicle will be an open-- 
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design students prepare car for grand prix 


wheeled single-seated car. The second 
will be for off-road recreational uses. 

A team of eight engineers will work 
on building and designing the interior 
of each car, and two design teams will 
work on the-exteriors. 

This is the first time the design de- 
partment and the engineering depart- 
ment of CSULB have collaborated in 
15 years, according to Max Beach, in- 
dustrial design senior studio instructor. 

The collaboration began when de- 
sign students informally talked with 


the SAE about working together almost 


four years ago. Christiane Beyer, a me- 
chanical and aerospace engineering 
professor and senior project adviser at 
CSULB, was looking for an opportuni- 
ty to work with the design department, 


according to Beach. 

“A class was able to be formed when 
students were helping SAE to come 
up with a visual brand,” Beyer said. “I 
wanted to focus on giving the students 
an enriched, professional atmosphere.” 

Both the design and the engineering 
students agreed that the collaboration 
would be beneficial to get hands-on ex- 
perience with clients. 

“T think it’s awesome,” said Matt 
Serrano, a junior aerospace engineering 
student. “We’re communicating -with 
each other and learning how things will 
be done together.” : 

Senior design major Blake Robert- 
son said the experience will allow them 
to collaborate with engineers, get their 
perspective and understand their needs. 


“It’s also great to know that we’ll be 
building something that will actually 
work,” Robertson said. 

However, one of the biggest prob- 
lems for the engineers is the race 
against time. Teams had to juggle be- 
tween class, work and club activities 
during the fall semester, and spent as 


_much time as they could during the 


short winter break to work on the cars. 

“We spent 10 hours every day for 
six days a week working on the frame- 
work,” said Taylor Hoff, a junior engi- 
neering major. 

Hoff also mentioned that it’s a time- 
consuming process of experimentation. 

“Previous members of the club didn’t 
leave us with much material or guide- 
lines, so we’re jumping into it blindly 


and sometimes finding out afterwards - 
that there was a better or easier way of 
making things,” Hoff said. 

On the design side, the challenge is 
to still make a uniquely styled body 
that represents both teams, as well as 
the school, without compromising the 
dimensions of the framework and other 
components the engineers need to put 
in the cars, Robertson said. 

“It’s moving pretty rapidly, but our 
final designs should be done by Friday,” 
Robertson said. “We’re thinking of an 
aerodynamic design with plastic, fiber- 
glass and steel for the Formula series.” 

The teams hope to finish the cars 
ideally by next month to start fine-tun- 
ing and preparing for the Long Beach 
Grand Prix. y 


Road race participation on the rise 


CSULB is host to 
a large running 
community, clubs. 


By ALMA CAMERA 
Staff Writer 


The amount of people participating 
in road races has increased significantly 
over the years and that isn’t a surprise 
to Cal-State Long Beach students who 
have made running a part of their life. 

_ Participation in road races has in- 
creased from 1,199,250 to 6,929,000 
from 1990 to 2010, according to the 
Running USA website. Student organi- 
zations like CSULB Triathlon Club have 
contributed to this significant jump. 

“Running is a great sport for stu- 


dents to start because it’s a low buy-in,” 


said Derick Smith, CSULB Triathlon 


Club vice president. 

Smith said he thinks more people are 
doing races because they have a good 
support system. 

“It’s very nurturing to be out there 
with all the other people,” Smith said. 
“That’s why it’s good to join a club as 


well. We help motivate each other.” 


David Avalos, Long Beach Runners 
Club president, said that people start 
running for different reasons. 

. “I started running in high school be- 
cause of softball practice,” said Nancy 
Martinez, a junior accounting major. 
“Now, I still run three times per week. 
It gives me energy.” 

The Student Recreation and Well- 
ness Center (SRWC) offers runners 
an indoor one-eighth mile track made 
from Mondo material. 

“The Mondo indoor track is better 


for joints than running on concrete and 
is more stable than running on grass,” 
Associate Director Sean Del Rossi said. 
He said the SRWC reverses the direc- 
tion of running every other day so that 
people do not injure themselves. 
“Running the same direction con- 
stantly can put strain on joints and mus- 
cles,” Del Rossi said. 
Pre-nursing junior Nicole Peterson runs 
at the SRWC almost every day of the week. 
“Tn 2008 I made a commitment to lose 
weight and get healthy,” Peterson said. “I 
was getting sick all the time and running 
actually boosts my immune system.” 
Junior music major Daniel Cropp said 
his goal is to lose weight and get in shape. 
“T started running with a partner 
because it helps me stay motivated,” 
Cropp said. “I haven’t really seen any 
results yet, but that’s why I’m going to 
keep on doing it.” 
Cropp said he is thinking about do- 
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’ CSULB cross country coach Patrick Cunniff is one of many locals 


who enjoys running through campus. 


ing a half-marathon or full marathon in 
the future. 

“Students come to the running club 
to stay fit, join a running community 
and so that they can train for bigger 
runs,” Avalos said. 


Avalos said some students in the club 
are planning to run in the Long Beach 
Marathon in October. He said anyone is 
welcome to club practices and all they 
need are running shoes, water, snacks 
and a good attitude. 
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Overturning Proposition 8 was the right choice 


On Tuesday morning, a federal 
appeals court in San Francisco ruled 
that California’s Proposition 8 banning 
marriage between same-sex couples is 

unconsti- 
Our VIEW “tional. 
Since 
; 2008, 
the Proposition has been criticized for 
being unconstitutional and homopho- 
bic, and has incited strong emotional 
responses from both sides of the issue. 

The court’s decision was made on 
the basis that the proposition served 
no purpose other than to “lessen the 
status and human dignity of gays and 
lesbians in California, and to officially 
reclassify their relationships and fami- 
lies as inferior to those of opposite-sex 
couples.” : 

According to the Equal Protection 
Clause of the federal Constitution, it is 
unconstitutional to create a law specifi- 
cally to take away the rights of a mi- 
nority group. Since same-sex couples 
were allowed to marry for a five-month 
period, Prop 8 was takin away a right 
that they already had. 

It is exciting to see such a blatantly 
oppressive law overturned, but unfor- 
tunately it looks like this fight is not 
necessarily over yet. There is a high 
likelihood that this case will have to go 
to a higher court. Conservatives and 
groups such as the ProtectMarriage. 


com coalition will not let this go down without a fight. Most likely, 
the case will go to the U.S. Supreme court where a final decision 


will be made. 


For now, we can enjoy the fact that Prop 8 is at least temporarily 
dead, and that the federal court system is not allowing ridiculous 
religious arguments to sway their decision. People arguing for the 
“sanctity” of marriage have no right to argue the legality of the 
issue because the word “sanctity” itself refers to religion which can 
not be considered in a legal case. Marriage is a civil contract, and 
all citizens have the right to be treated equally under the law. 


As long as being married offers even one civil liberty that is not 
obtainable otherwise, it is fundamentally illegal and un-American 
to restrict any group from marriage. The opposition to same-sex 
relationships is simply either a cultural or religious aversion, which 
should never have an effect on an actual law. 

It doesn’t matter if there is a majority of voters who are against 
same-sex marriage. By definition, a minority group will not have 
the same amount of support as the majority. Civil rights cases have 
never been decided by a majority rule, only by the Bill of Rights 
and legal documents that protect the equality of all people. 

Hopefully this decision will be used as a precedent in future civil 


Lesson 1: | 


rights:cases for same-sex couples.in other states. Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, lowa, Vermont, New Hampshire, New York and the 
District of Columbia are currently the only states/districts that al- 
low legal same-sex marriages. If the case goes to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, it may finally give same-sex couples the rights that they 
deserve, nationwide. 

It should not make a difference whether or not gay marriage 
aligns with your religious views. The most important thing to 
remember, whether you are for gay marriage or not, is tolerance. If 
you cannot learn to tolerate those who are different from you, then 
you are in for a lifetime of discontent. 


Social Security is unfair and inhibits society’s financial freedom 


Social Security is in deep trouble. Politicians 
have been arguing over how to solve the pro- 
gram’s problems for a while, but they’re missing 
the point. The main issue is not Social Security’s 
funding woes, but that it should be eliminated 
because it’s politically unjust and inefficient. 

In managing Social Security, the federal 
government is impinging on individual decision- 
making by forcing people to pay into their retire- 

“ment system. The government does force people 
to pay other taxes--which certainly encroaches 
upon individuals’ ability to make their own 
decisions--but the key difference is that most 
taxes are meant to pay for services that individu- 
als alone can’t pay for, but can only be properly fi- 
nanced by the funds collected from the multitude 
of individuals. 

With Social Security, however, the government 
is taking money away from some to pay for oth- 
ers, when each person has the ability to provide 
for himself without government aid. Clearly, 
funding for retirement is the province of the in- 
dividual, since people are ultimately responsible 
for their own financial health, so this represents 
an overreach by the government. Since one has a 
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better understanding of one’s own life and situ- 
ation than others, one is in the best position to 
allocate funds for one’s retirement. Government 
intervention into the personal lives and expendi- 
tures of citizens is a form of tyranny that opens 
the door to other forms of despotism. 

Those who support Social Security justify it 
by arguing that it benefits the greater good of 
the country by ensuring that people have the 
minimum amount of retirement income. But the 


" greater good violates people’s freedom to make 


their own financial deci- 
sions and live life free of 
interference from others. 
Also, doing what’s best for 
the majority doesn’t justify violating an individ- 
ual’s right to pursue happiness, for a majority is 
just a larger sum of individuals. So basically, the 
justification for doing what’s in the best interest 
of the majority is that those interests'should be 
advanced simply because of the strength in'‘num- 
bers. This logic inevitably allows for majority 
tyranny and the violation of the individual. Yet 
this is the logic of Social Security and with this, 
the government can run roughshod over personal 
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lives. 

Furthermore, Social Security is unjust because 
it redistributes income. A congressional joint 
economic study published in 1997 found thatthe 
system shifted income from middle-income and 
high-income workers to low-income workers, 
thus benefiting low-income workers more. Some 


* people support income redistribution because 


they think people have an obligation toward each 


other. Despite. the emotional appeal of this argu- 


ment, the government is not the proper avenue 
for imposing obligations 


LEON ARDO Po AREO © upon people, unless those 


obligations benefit every 
: individual whom the- 
government is serving. 
With Social Security, the government is taking 
from one segment of the population and giving to 
another, which means that it’s actually support- 
ing the interests of one group over another. This 
represents a perversion of government’s purpose, 
which is'to facilitate peace and prosperity insofar 


‘as it benefits everyone, and thus diminishes its 


binding strength. If the government defends somé 
people’s interests over another, this diminishes 
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some people’s stake in the government, for the 
government simply becomes a tool that some use 
to extract wealth from others. This sort of system 
breeds corruption, discontent, and violates 
people’s freedom to do what they want with the 
fruit of their labors. 

Not to mention, Social Security is inefficient. 
A report published by a branch of the Federal 
Reserve noted in 2003, “over 99 percent of the 
U.S. population would have earned a greater 
return by investing in the S&P 500, and over 95 
percent would have earned a greater return by 
investing in 6-month CDs relative to the cur- 
rent Social Security system.” (The authors took 
market downturns into account.) So not only is 
the government intruding into people’s finances 
in addition to taking their income and giving it to 
others, but it’s also ripping them off financially. 

Social Security might not ever be eliminated, 
but if people value individual freedom, a system 
that attempts to maximize everyone’s self-inter- 
est, and prosperity, then they’!I realize that Social 
Security is unacceptable. 

Leonardo Poareo is a senior journalism stu- 
dent and contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 
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Commuter campuses shouldn't have negative reputations 


One full length movie, a session of P90X, and 
3 episodes of Family Guy all have one thing in 
common: they all take the same amount of time 
as my morning commute to school. And although 
I sometimes spend more hours on the freeway 
than in the classroom, I still feel there are numer- 
ous advantages that result from attending a com- 
muter school like Cal State Long Beach. — 

A commuter school is defined as a college 
in which the majority of students don’t live on 
campus and need to commute to school (car, bus, 
bike, etc.). : 

It’s safe to say CSULB fits right into that 
category; just one drive through the overloaded 
parking structures is confirmation enough. Being 
a member of this category isn’t something spoken 
too highly of though. Yes, attending a commuter 


school does have its negatives. However, it seems 
anytime the term “commuter schoo!” is tossed 
around, the negatives are the only items being 
discussed. 

Now, even though my gas tank takes a weekly 
beating, I truly believe the benefits of attending 
a commuter school outweigh the cons. What are 
the benefits of a commuter 
school you ask? The main 
benefit requires only one 
word: family. Being able 
to see the people I love 
most on a daily basis means the world to me. If I 
would have been away from home these past few 
years, I know for a fact the relationship I have 
with my family wouldn’t be half as strong as it is 
today. 3 


Living at home and being able to see my family 
every day has not only assisted in my emotional 
stability, but in my financial stability as well. 
Attending a commuter school allows me to dodge 
the financial bullet known as rent. 

Granted I still help out financially at home, but 
the amount I’m paying every month would prob- 

ably only get me a one-room 
shack.and a box of hot pock- 


LAWRENCE M AYBIR ets if I didn’t commute. 


This leads me to another 
benefit of attending a com- 
muter school: rarely having to eat food that 
requires 2 minutes or less to cook. 
Don’t get me wrong, I’ll enjoy a Hot Pocket or 


‘a piping bowl of Top Ramen from time to time, 


but if I had to eat that consistently (which I know 


plenty of non-commuting students do), my stom- 
ach would be begging for mercy. This might not 
seem like a major benefit, but eating full meals 
instead of unhealthier junk has definitely affected 
my energy, focus, and well-being. 

Whether it be extra time with the family or 
extra time with quality food, attending a com- 
muter school definitely has its perks. Although 
these may not seem like major benefits to some, 
they’ve all enhanced my experience at CSULB in 
one way or another. 

So instead of losing it on those long traffic 
filled commutes down the 605 freeway, I just 
think of the reason for that drive, and it makes the 
ride just a little bit more bearable. 

Lawrence Maybir is a senior journalism stu- 
dent and contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 


More students 


According to an article in the Los Angeles. 
Times, gas prices last month were at a record 
high. The average price of gas last month was 
$3.37 per-gallon compared to just $3.10 per-gallon 
in January 2011. Two years ago, gas prices were 
under $3.00. The majority of students at CSULB 
are commuters, so that means that in addition to 
having to buy for textbooks, food, and pay bills 
we're also trying to scrape money together in 
order to pay for gas. 5 

College students are broke as it is, but the rise 
in gas prices is weighing even heavier on our wal- 
lets. This semester, CSULB has sold over 1,000 
carpool permits. With gas prices as high as they 
are and the economy still weak, these carpool 
permits are Something of a godsend and a lot 
more students should consider purchasing them. 

Every student at CSULB already knows how 


should consider purchasing carpool permits 


difficult parking on campus can be. Parking in 
the early morning or late afternoon isn’t too bad, 
but in the early afternoon when the majority of 
students are getting to school, the parking lots 
can be hectic and way overcrowded. 

Circling the same parking lot a few times is 
common and there’s nothing worse than having 
someone stalk you from behind 
the wheel as you walk to your 
vehicle. 

If more students bought carpool 
permits we’d save less on buying individual park- 
ing permits and gas. Even if you don’t buy the 
permit, and just carpool using a regular parking 
permit, you’d still save a ton on gas. 

But, while carpooling is a great answer for 
people looking to save money, there are also a 
few setbacks that can come with it. First, you 


need to find someone who has the same or a 
similar schedule as you, and that alone can be a 
pain in the butt. 

Finding someone who operates the same way 
as you do is also essential. If you value punctual- 
ity, teaming up with someone who’s perpetually 
late will drive you insane. And there’s always the 

chance that one of you will get 


ALEXIS REZA sick or just want to ditch, leaving 


the other person in a bind. 

Carpooling isn’t the perfect 
choice. honestly, if a lot.of students start buying 
carpooling permits we’ll eventually run into the 
same parking problems that we have right now. 
There are a limited amount of carpooling park- 
ing spaces on campus and if more people:start 
using the carpool‘permits, we’ll run into some 
problems. 


Competition is tough already when it comes 
to parking on campus, and it’ll only get worse if 
students start competing for the carpool spots. 

If everyone starts buying carpool permits, the 
university will have to make the carpool sections 
of the parking lots bigger. Construction on cam- 
pus would be a huge invoncenience. The other 
option would be to just turn more regular parking 
spots into carpooling spots, but that could take a 
long time and it’Il take a while to get used to. 

But, I think that beats the alternative for the 
time being. Being broke all the time and stressing 
out over not having enough money to pay for 
gas sucks and if I can cut down on that stress by 
having a carpool permit, I’d say it’s worth the 
investment. 

Alexis Reza is a senior journalism major and 
opinions editor for the Daily 49er. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Student Advertising Representatives 
for the Daily Forty-Niner — 


The Daily Forty-Niner and Dig Magazine Advertising 
Department seeks enthusiastic, self-motivated 
individuals to join our advertising team. The 
following position is available. Benefits include: 


‘apaidled in building brands for clients 
Valuable work experience 
Marketing & Sales 
Ad Copy & Layout 
Mix Media Sales 
Networking 
High learning potential 


Build a professional portfolio 
Flexible Schedule | 


Good communication skills and self motivated a plus. Reliable transportation a must and @ drivers eens se 
-and Social Secity card. Must be an enrolled student at CSULB. 
Apply i in person in the SSPA Bldg. Room 010. Ask for Beverly Munson, 
(562) 985- 5136 bmunson@csubb. edu 


The exhibit draws 
inspiration from pop 
culture and famous 
landmarks. 


By Lestie Campos 
Staff Writer 


Eric Borja and Ashley Jose-Isip put 
their fun-filled, multifaceted paint- 
ings together in a joint exhibit entitled 
“Straight Sugar” at the East Gatov stu- 
dent art gallery this week. 

Borja, a Cal State Long Beach grad- 
uate, practices a “process-oriented” 
method of painting while Jose-Isip, a 
senior graphic design major, draws in- 
spiration from the artifice of food, cul- 
ture and classic icons. 

“It’s a process-oriented abstraction” 
Borja said. “I divorce myself from what 
the painting looks like and trust it. The 
image only has real value as a record of 
the process.” : 

The paintings were composed of lay- 
ers of heavy lines of paint and lively 
brush strokes that offered a texture 
and a sense of directions to each of his 
pieces. 

“His paintings always leave me won- 
dering how and why,” said Kim Adina, 
fifth-year graphic design-studio art ma- 
jor. “Each painting comes together and 
looks perfect.” 

Complementing colors also played a 
large role in the linearity of the collec- 


tion and added a harmonious aspect to 
his pieces. The colors showed an inte- 
gration of hard lines in the foreground 
and softer blends in the back. 

Borja’s work also incorporates: a 
spiritual drive that intends to inspire 
the viewer to do what they’re truly pas- 
sionate about. He wishes for people to 
“kick back and enjoy it.” 

“To me personally, [art making] is a 
gift and I can’t help but to do it,’ Bor- 
ja said. “To do anything else is going 
against ‘The Grand.” - 

Jose-Isip’s collection is based on 
the artifice of food within our culture. 
She drew inspiration from pop culture 
icons, such as Marie Antoinette, and 
recognizable landmarks, like Mount 
Rushmore. 

“Y’m not trying to demean [the cul- 
ture] but I want them to take it for what 


- it is,” Jose-Isip said. “I want it to be fun 


and enjoyable, but I want to underline 
the idea of artificiality.” 

The paintings had thick layers of 
clustered paint and real ice cream 
sprinkles drizzled over it. The pieces 
had blends of pink, white, yellow and 
orange paints charged on to the can- 
vases to resemble icing on a cookie or 
frosting on a cake 

Jose-Isip admitted to having an in- 
terest in cooking that translates into her 
paintings. On display was a carved out 
board with thick pink paint and animal 


_ cracker sprinkles that resembled a life 


sized cookie. 

“It’s kind of like*baking, I cut them 
like a jigsaw then shaped it to look like 
a cookie,” Jose-Isip said. “I mixed in 
the color and layered it on like it was ic- 


Eric BorJA AND ASHLEY JoseE-IsiP 


The joint exhibit “Straight Sugar” will be on display until Feb. 11. 


ing and then added sprinkles in a ‘Pol- 
lock’ kind of way.” 

Drawing inspiration from influen- 
tial artists, Jose-Isip recreated the 18th 
Century portrait of Marie Antoinette 
to fit within a Polaroid-shaped frame 
and replacd her face with a round pink 
circle and blended in a grayscale cam- 
ouflage scene to the background. 

She said Polaroids are iconic of the 
80s and 90s, and she feels as though 
the artifice of an icon expresses exactly 
how artificial our culture is. 

Jose-Isip portrays a candy-like rec- 
reation of Mount Rushmore with thick 
pink and white paint, and of course her 
signature sprinkles in her two-piece 


landscape painting. 


The bottom half of her two-piece was 


MAD Haus venue was vacant 
building, now aims to entertain 


The new Long Beach 
venue hasn't officially 
opened yet, it already 
hosted various; 
concerts and art 
shows. 


By PRISCELLA VEGA 
Contributing Writer 


In between the streets of West 
Seventh Street and Sixth Street sat a 
vacant building until a nonprofit orga- 
nizer remodeled the building into the 
Music Art and Digital (MAD) Haus 
venue. 

The MAD Haus is not like most 
-venues. It stems from the nonprofit or- 
ganization, Park Pacific Tower, which 
was founded by Mike Wylie’s, owner, 
great uncle more than 30 years ago. 
Park Pacific Tower is an organization 
that strives to build residential hous- 
ing for older adults. Originally, the 
MAD Haus was not intended to be a 
music and arts venue. 

“The inspiration was more driven 
by economics,” Wylie said. “After fix- 
ing it up, I originally wanted to make 
it into a music rehearsal facility but 
it just reminded me of so many great 
places I’ve seen in LA and Brooklyn 
and I thought, ‘We gotta make this a 
performance place.” 

At first, the front.of the MAD Haus 
may not seem like much. However, 
it is not until walking inside that one 
realizes the large warehouse-like fea- 
tures it possesses. The concrete walls 
are dark, except for a few scattered 
paintings by local artist Liza Mitch- 
ell, whose elaborate and vibrant colors _ 
help add life to the place. 


There is not an actual stage or bar 
with refreshments. Instead, only a 
couch is found against the back wall 
with a few scattered chairs. In true 
do-it-yourself-like fashion, the MAD 
Haus crew creates risers as a stage 
for music 
gigs; a 
portable 
table is 

used as the 
refresh- 
ment — bar 
where all 
the money 
made is 
funneled 
back to 
the ~ non- 
profit  or- 
ganization 
to con- 
tinue their 
mission. 
Newly re- 
furnished 
restrooms have been added to the ven- 
ue with a grant the venue received. Be- 
sides the portable table and couch, it’s 
mainly empty space left for people to 
make use for their creative endeavors. 

Behind the venue is an empty grass 
area, which Wylie hopes to turn into 
an “art park.” The park would feature 
paintings by local artists where any- 
one would be welcome to stop by and 
enjoy the scenery. To the right of the 
venue lies a plain wall where he hopes 
Mitchell will create a “street-scene- 
like mural.” While the working crew 
of MAD Haus has been hosting both 
music and art events, they are still try- 
ing to refurnish the area and organize 
everything. 

“We've pulled together a bunch of 
friends and artists, and it’s kind of a 
volunteer organization we’re trying to 
figure things out,” Wylie said. “It’s a 
major learning curve for me.” 


Not only is the MAD Haus a perfect 
venue in welcoming the community, 
but it is also conveniently. located a 
street over from Pine, where a pletho- 
ra of restaurants are found, along with 
transportation that is easily acces- 
; sible. The 
surround- 
ing atmo- 
sphere is 
perfect for 
those with 
a creative 
drive. 

While 
the vente 
is still in 
the _ pro- 
cess of 
officially 
opening, it 
has _hosted 
a number 
of events, 
including 
a concert 
featuring Agent Orange and an art 
gallery that showcased a 9/11 exhibit 
by Ron Yates. Wylie hopes to attract 
the overall community of Long Beach, 
but especially encourages Cal State 
Long Beach students to use the venue. 

“Keeping it as a large, open room 
gives it a better fit for the building,” 
Wylie said. “We’d like to encourage 
CSULB students to come down and 
use the space. We’re great believers 
in the university and think we would 
greatly benefit if CSULB uses them. 
The CSULB compartment is some- 
thing our board gets really excited 
about.” 

Logan Crow, owner of the Long 
Beach Cinema-Tech and programmer 
of the MAD Haus, specifically focuses 
on programming for the venue. With 
Crow’s experience in running his own 
nonprofit organization, he hopes the 
venue will become a place to host a 


a canvas of blended yellow, red and or- 
ange paint and the words Red #6 Lake, 
an actual dye in many candies and 
foods, written across the center. 

“T just want to make it fun for every- 
one,” Jose-Isip said. “I have my own per- 
sonal emotions attached to it but I want 
people to take it at face value and enjoy it.” 

Both Borja and Jose-Isip’s collec- 
tions have childlike essences to them, 
where each painting is open to interpre- 


tation and analysis but also just great to - 


look at and enjoy: 

“Straight Sugar” will be on display 
until Feb. 11 in the East Gatov Student 
Art Gallery. The student art galleries 
are open from noon to 5 p.m. Mondays 
through Saturdays; and noon to 7 p.m. 
on Wednesdays. 
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alendar 


Feb. 8 


Bike check 

Rideshare @ the Beach will hold 
free bike checks, performed by 
Jax Bicycle Center mechanics from 
11a.m to ip.m. in the quad. 


Student art galleries 

The student art galleries, located 
between the FA2 and FA3 build- 
ings, will display exhibits of metal, 
printmaking; paining and more 
from noon to 7 p.m. : 


‘Static Noise’ 

The UAM presents Static Noise: 
The Photographs of Rhonda Bitner. 
The gallery is open from noon to 

8 p.m. 


Lunch T\trucks 

Various food trucks make their 
weekly stops at the corner of 
Anaheim and Coronado from 11:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. For more infor- 
mation, visit LunchTrucklIt.com 


Happy hour 

McKenna’s on the Bay (190 N. Ma- 
rina Dr) will have happy hour from 
3-7 p.m. featuring $7 bar menu 
and drink specials. 


Trivia night 

Alex's Bar (2913 E. Anaheim St) 
will hold its weekly happy hour 
and trivia night beginning at 8 
p.m. Admission is a $5 entrance 
fee. 


CLASSIFIEDS 7 
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10 ANNOUNCEMENTS 


EGG DONORS-Women 21-29: 


' help an infertile coupleand make _ 


$6500+! www.bhed.com 


03.22.12 


Student Advertising Manager 
Be a part of the Official Award 
Winning Campus Newenapet 

The Daily 49er 

Manage, motivate and train a team 
of advertising sales representatives 
to make sales calls on prospective 
advertising clients. Must be an 
enthusiastic, self-motivated 
individual and have great 
communication and people skills. 


Responsibilities include: 
EGG DONOR NEEDED ; 
Healthy females anes 18:30. + Oversee operations of the 
eae Trea : advertising department 
Donate to infertile couples some Shiresnles cca 


of the many eggs your body 
disposes monthly. Compensation 
$5,500. Call Reproductive 
Solutions (818)832-1494, http:// 
donor.eggreproductive.com 
Reproductive Solutions abides by 
all federal and state guidelines 
regarding egg donations as well 
as ASRM guidelines. 


18415-06,06.12 


35 EMPLOYMENT 
OpprorTUNITIES 


ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVES 


for the Daily 49er Seeking 
enthusiastic, self-motivated, 
go-getters to join our advertising 
team. Good communication skills 
a must. Reliable transportation 
necessary. Flexible schedules. 
Apply in person in the SSPA Bldg. 
Room 010 or call Beverly Munson 
at 562-985-5736 or email: 


bmunson@csulb.edu 


ALL CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE 


+ Train and mentor sales team 

+ Hold weekly sales meetings 

+ Establish sales goals for staff 

+ Interact with design team 

+ Meet personal monthly revenue 
goals set by general manager 

+ Make sales calls on a daily basis 

+ Other job related tasks as needed 
Hourly wage plus commission based 
on achieving goal 

Must have some sales/marketing 
experience 


For further information or to 
apply contact Beverly Munson at 
562/985-5736 bmunson@csulb.edu 


SSPA 011. 


Cafe Lafayette 


Experienced server wanted. Apply 
in person before noon. Mon-Fri. 


18496.02,23.12 


54 APARTMENTS 
For RENT 


$975-$1075 2BDRM APTS 
IN LB WITH PARKING. Call 


310-316-4273 or see website www. 


NicksRentals.com 


18487-03.06.12 


www.Daily49er.com 


Follow @49erSports 


Single apt for rent w/ kitchen. 
Located at 4104 E. 7th St., on 
bus route in LB $600+dep Call 
Jack 562/434-4927 


18495-02.09.12 


57 ROoMS FoR RENT 


Furn rm kitchen, laundry, util 
included $400/mo Contact. 
714-821-4441 California State 
University Long Beach students 
only, 


18494-03.06.12 


CONTACT LENSES 


STUDENT PRICES 


*99 


*INCLUDES EYE EXAM 
DisposaBie Contact Lenses 
(Includes eye exam & 3 mos supply) 


EYEGLASSES 


STUDENT PRICES 
COMPLETE EYEWEAR °39°° 


FRAME & LENSES © S.V. + 4.00 sph + 2.00 cyl 


EGLIN VISION CENTER 
, DR. STANLEY EGLIN, 0.D. 
ke] 5501-A Stearns St. = 


(at Bellflower Blvd.) Long Beach 
Mon - Fri: 10 am-5 pm ¢ Sat. 10 am-4 pm 
562/598-4441 ¢ 562/596-1011 


CSULB ID REQUIRED w/coupon 


/[] NO REFUNDS [| MINIMUM SIZE: 3 LINES 


*NEW CLASSIFICATION LISTINGS ARE AVAILABLE. 


*PRICES ARE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS, BREAKS IN RUNS WILL BE 
CHARGED AT THE DAILY RATE PRICE. 
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For all things LBSU 
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Additional $1.00 charge for bold 
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‘Niners look to stop 
CSUN on the road 


The 49ers are looking 
to avenge a 57-50 

loss to the Matadors * 
earlier this season. 


By DANIEL VAN Hoosier 
Asst. Sports Editor 


In order to avoid a season-long four 
game losing streak, the Long Beach 
State women’s basketball team will 
have to defeat the Big West Confer- 
ence’s best squad on the road in Cal 
State Northridge. 

The main issue facing the ‘Niners: 
the team has assembled quite the Jekyll 
and Hyde-type season, amassing just 
one road victory in 13 attempts, while 
compiling a record of 8-2 at the Pyra- 
mid. 

The Beach (9-14, 4-6 Big West) will 
travel to the Matadome to face confer- 
ence-leading CSUN (14-9, 8-2) on Sat- 
urday at 4 p.m. 

LBSU will look to stop reigning Big 
West Player of the Week Jasmine Ervy- 
ing, who ranks third in the conference 
in scoring, averaging 15.4 points per 
game, second in rebounding with 8.6 
per contest and first in blocks with 1.4 
a game. 

The senior center earned the weekly 


N Bellflower Blvd 


accolade by compiling two double- 
doubles en route to a pair of Northridge 
road wins. She averaged 29 points and 
10 boards over the two contests. 

CSUN also plays a very physical 
type of defense, similar to one that 
LBSU faced last week against UC Ir- 
vine. ‘Niners head coach Jody Wynn 
said that her team needs to prepare 
better because of the injuries that have 
plagued LBSU all season long. 

“TIt’s hard to prepare] when you don’t 
have the depth,” she said. “When you 
have a lot of injuries and kids that can’t 
play a full practice, it’s very difficult.” 

The Matadors enter the contest 
with a conference-leading four game 
win streak, including most recently 
an 80-59 drubbing «of UC Irvine, 
where Erving poured in a career- 
high 36 points to go along with 10 
rebounds and four assists (also a 
career-high). 

Erving is now the second-leading 
scorer in Matador history with 1,428 
total points. 

LBSU responds with an attack led 
by senior forward Tipesa Moorer, who 
ranks fifth in the Big West in scoring, 
averaging 13 points per game. 

Freshman guard Alex Sanchez is 
averaging nine points per game for 
the Beach. She also pulls down 5.3 re- 
bounds per contest, good for eleventh in 
the conference. 

The Beach hosted Northridge on 
January 7, a game the Matadors won, 


SportsD49er@ 


gmail.com 


Courtesy OF MICHAEL CHAN YEE 


Women’s basketball head coach Jody Wynn, center, has upped the intensity of practices over the past 
few weeks to prepare her squad for the remainder of Big West Conference play. 


57-50. Erving led the Matadors to the 
victory, while Camille Mahlknecht 
gave Northridge a spark off the bench 
with 11 points and five rebounds. 
Wynn said that they have upped the 


intensity in practice to try and help fix. 


some of the problems the ‘Niners have 
been facing. 

“We try to simulate game intensity 
[in practice],” she said. “But I have to 
look in the mirror, too. We’re giving up 


twenty more points on the road then we 
do at home.” 

The ‘Niners were paced by freshman 
guard Lauren Spargo, while Moorer 
struggled for the contest scoring just 
six points on 3 of 12 shooting. 

If LBSU is going to be competitive, 
it will have to play a clean game from 
the onset, as the most daunting statistic 
may not come from the scoreboard — 
The Beach forces the most turnovers, 
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while also committing the most in the 
Big West, averaging 20.8 a game, while 
the Matadors average the most steals at _ 


"10.7 per contest. 


Wynn said in order to rebound from 
their last few losses, her team needs to 
be more game-ready. 

“We have to play with a sense of 
urgency,” she said. “We have to have 
enough pride to say, ‘I’m not going to 
turn this ball over’.” : 


